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Robert Webber 
summarises his most 
useful tips for new garden 
designers starting out in 
garden lighting

about lighting; once you have the theory, it’s 
virtually all practice. I often get plans wanting 

effects that simply aren’t possible 
from the specified lighting 
positions. If you’re going to sell 
the ‘wow factor’, make sure it’s 

actually possible – leave the tech to 
your installer, but know about the effects 

and how to create them. We offer a light 
fitting, five lamps, various lenses and filters to 
all new designers we work with. We explain 

how to use them so that they can see the 
different effects, and then how to show a client 

what’s possible, adding strings to their bow and 
giving them a unique selling point. 

If you only tackle one aspect of lighting, make 
it functional, practical lights. Carefully placed 
functional lighting – showing level changes, 
entrances and exits and providing the correct 
lighting level for seating areas – is crucial. It can 
be done in many ways, but never with 
floodlighting – that’s for security, not for 
functional use in the garden. ‘Moonlighting’ is 
always a good way to cover a larger area; this is 
where you place a 60º 7W LED lamp into a 
suitable IP67 fitting at a height of approximately 
6m, washing the light through a tree canopy to 
cast shadow and definition onto the surface 
below. Never shine a light back at the house 
– always away and down into a concentrated 
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area. You can experiment using a much 
narrower degree lamp when the light source is 
higher, for instance 10m. That way, you may 
need a 10W LED lamp with a 15º spread, 
keeping the light within the defined area you 
require. It’s a very simple, cost-effective way to 
create a large effect. 

The last tip I’ll leave you with creates far less 
work for us, a much subtler effect, and a usable 
garden for your client. It keeps money in their 
pocket and helps bring designs in on budget. 
It’s simple: only light the areas that clients want 
to use at night. Use the lighting to control their 
use of the garden – if you have two seating 
areas, make just one the feature, and if you 
have many routes down to a certain water 
feature deck, then choose just one as the night 
route. Over-lighting is simple to avoid – just 
don’t use so much!

EDUCATE

I’m so privileged to be able to teach the next 
generation of garden designers, from simple 
approaches to lighting design through to the 
practical execution of conduits and choosing  
a good installer.

However, time on these courses is always 
tight, so I need to choose what areas will be 
most beneficial for my students’ immediate 
lighting future. Most won’t need the services of 
a company like mine for a few years, but we 
always try to guide and hold hands to begin 
with – helping with free conduit plans, 
small design services, checking out 
contractors, and simply advising on 
how to light a certain feature a certain 
way. So, this month, I want to share a 
few tips that could help many new garden 
designers tackle the lighting process. 

The first thing 
to do is to 
establish a 
relationship with a 
lighting installer 
before you even 

need them, so that you already have a 
professional source to go to. I often hear 
horror stories of rushed decisions being 
made on contractors. Anyone worth their salt 
will always meet for a coffee and chat, without  
a job on the table. You will often find that they 
know great irrigation contractors, excellent 
landscapers and various other tradespeople, 
giving you an army of good people at various 
price levels and with various areas of specialism.

Another tip is practice what you preach. Buy 
a light with various lamps, lenses and so on, 
and learn how to use and place them to create 
the effect you are after. It’s very simple to learn 

IF YOU’RE GOING  
TO SELL THE ‘WOW  

FACTOR’, MAKE SURE IT’S 
ACTUALLY POSSIBLE

BACK TO BASICS


