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In the second, concluding 
part of his in-depth look 
at the process of lighting 
a garden, Robert Webber 
discusses what happens 
on-site

experience, and sometimes the willingness, of 
the designers and landscapers we work with.

We have a mantra: “Always part of the 
solution”. We’re committed to exceeding 
expectations and achieving a finished lighting 
installation that pleases client and contractor. 
Relationships in such a small marketplace are 
key. The landscapers we frequently collaborate 
with understand the value of working with a 
specialist company like ours; they know that the 
end process makes them look good not just at 

completion, but also in the years that follow. 
That’s the added value of using a specialist.

When we turn up on day one, building a 
good working relationship on-site is paramount. 
We discuss conduits, dig out, schedules, and 
any changes, and supply a drawing of our light 
positions, so everything is clear for all to see. 

Often, the cabling will start from one place at 
the house, so this is where the main conduits 

will turn up before 
spread out through the 
garden. It’s important to 
get these conduits in at 
the right depths so they 
stay intact until we need 
to use them. There are 
actually no regulations 
concerning cable and 
conduit depths within a 
domestic garden; 
Wiring Regulations BS 
7671, simply states that 
“cables should be 
installed so that 
foreseeable damage 
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doesn’t occur”. That’s open to interpretation, but 
we recommend mains voltage cabling is installed 
at approximately 450mm minimum, and low 
voltage cabling at around 300mm minimum.

This can obviously vary drastically between 
projects. Some have a large amount to be dug 
out, so it’s easy to get conduits in deep. Others 
may just have 200mm out for sub-bases. Either 
way, cabling should be run along prescribed 
routes: alongside boundaries, at the rear of 
flowerbeds, cleated along walls, etc. It’s so much 
cheaper for a conduit to be fitted at the right 
time, drastically reducing our time on-site and the 
number of visits we need.

Relationships and communication are key. 
We all know that it is better to work with people 
who have the same love for the industry and care 
for the finished product. There is no joy in 
working with people who have no passion. 

We lose a few along the way; sometimes 
designers or installers have different agendas or 
morals to ours. It’s always sad when things go 
wrong that could have been avoided. Working 
relationships should be rewarding – not just 
financially, but ethically too. 

Our start to the new year has been as busy as 
ever, with our larger projects for 2018 all being 
costed and tied up now. I’m spending most of 
my time visiting sites and altering designs, in 
addition to schedule setting – making sure that 
every promise we give is backed up with action.

Last month, we started to explore the 
process of having garden lighting installed on a 
general commission. We looked at obtaining a 
brief, setting costs and scheduling, securing 
deposits and ordering – all the things that take 
place before a spade has even hit the ground. 
Now it’s the hard work of installation. 

At Scenic Lighting we carry out a myriad of 
lighting installations, from small projects 
involving two lights and power to the shed, to 
complete £500k country estate installations. 
Each one, regardless of its cost, involves a 
similar process. The smoothness of the 
process can vary drastically depending on the 
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