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I cannot believe that it’s 2017 already. I want to 

wish all of my readers, clients, acquaintances 

and friends a very happy and prosperous new 

year. I love the landscape industry and I know 

it’s going to be a great year for us all.

Last month I set the scene by talking  

about lighting effects and the different  

ways to light natural features in a garden, as  

well as imported ones such as statues and 

water features.

Often we are called upon to create a specific 

lighting effect within a garden. That’s what last 

year led me to purchase my beloved Land Rover 

110 with a 13m cherry picker. It’s worked hard 

for us ever since, creating moonlight effects in a 

variety of locations.

Probably the easiest effect for anyone to 

create is spotlighting, or highlighting a feature 

from below so as to pick out its natural beauty 

at night. This is often achieved using a lamp with 

a beam angle of 24° to 38° – this way the light 

spreads evenly from the centre point. 

If you are lighting narrow planting such as 

bamboos or the stems of pleached trees, use an 
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8° to 12° lamp, so the light 

travels as a pillar up the object. 

For wider planting or features 

like cedar screens or Japanese 

maple trees, use a wide angle, 

normally 60° and upwards. It’s 

the most used effect in any 

garden, the most versatile and 

easiest to create. From that one 

light position it’s just a matter of 

simple steps to create others. 

Shadowing is the next best 

effect to try, where you have a wall, hedge or 

structure behind an object, and you wash the 

light through that object onto the structure 

behind. It creates a simple shadow, which adds 

texture and presence to both the planting and 

the surroundings. It’s best achieved using a 

warm coloured lamp; normally, the lower the 

colour temperature, the lower the ‘seen’ light 

becomes. This is expressed as lumens per 

watt (lm/W) which is the measurement of the 

actual amount of light that a lamp gives out. It’s 

measured at the face of the lamp, so the 

further the lamp sits from the object, the lower 

the ‘seen’ light is appreciated. 

At night I turn off the main functional lights 

in my home, turn on lamps and softer wall 

lighting and light candles. This creates a much 

more relaxing environment for my family – the 

same applies to external spaces, too. 

Adding warmer, lower colour temperature 

lamps to a garden creates a calmer, ‘softer’ feel 

for the client. If you increase the colour 
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temperature then you tend to increase the 

emotional response to that amount of light.  

The whiter the light, the bigger the drama,  

which is the same principal as stage lighting  

in the West End.

I don’t often use coloured lamps within a 

garden, but I do use soft coloured lenses to 

change the colour temperature of a certain type 

of lamp. Champagne lenses are great at creating 

a warm moonlight effect, and deeper blues stop 

the light carrying into the darkness further than 

you wish.

The most common mistake we find is  

incorrect lamp choice. Often the fittings are fine, 

with slight placement adjustment, it’s the lamp 

we change to create warmth or drama. What’s 

needed for your client? 

You now have the tools to specify your  

ideas easier. Don’t just specify the actual light 

fitting, specify the lamp too – even as simple  

as warm white, daylight white or cold white. It 

helps the installer understand the ambience you 

wish to create. 

PROBABLY THE EASIEST  
EFFECT FOR ANYONE TO CREATE IS 

SPOTLIGHTING, OR HIGHLIGHTING 
A FEATURE FROM BELOW SO  
AS TO PICK OUT ITS NATURAL 

BEAUTY AT NIGHT


