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When designing rooftop lighting, there a  
few particular challenges, the biggest being 
exposure to external influences. Rain, wind,  
sun and snow tend to be the main adversaries. 
Correct choices of light fittings and materials are 
paramount to extend the client’s enjoyment and 
reduce ongoing maintenance. We try to design  
every roof terrace so that lighting maintenance  
is minimal. 

ABOUT ROBERT WEBBER

Robert Webber is the founder of Scenic Lighting, a 
specialist exterior lighting company based in Berkshire.  
He designs and installs garden lighting throughout the UK 
and internationally. Robert can be contacted on rob@
sceniclighting.com or via his mobile on 07766 051 000.
www.sceniclighting.com

EDUCATE

Our best friend is by far 316 stainless steel. 
It’s the same material that they make boat and 
ship fittings from. Many quality manufacturers 
are now wise to the detrimental long term 
effects of exposure to the elements, so rather 
than scrimp on quality, they set their stall out at 
the higher end of the market. Yes, it comes at a 
price, but very rarely are the costs unjustified. 
When I’m fitting a deck light overlooking a 
beach in the Windward Islands, I have to 
remember the hurricanes they will need to 
withstand. Spending an extra £70 per fitting 
isn’t a hard choice.

I’ve learnt over the years that it’s far better to 
sell your business on its high quality than to 
compete at a lower level on price alone. When 
we receive a lighting enquiry, it’s one of the first 
conversations I’ll have: we are not the cheapest, 
never will be, and never could be. Do it once, do 
it right. That’s why the products I specify are 
always tried and tested by us. I see many failed 
light fittings, and the challenge is then finding 
spare parts that can be used to maintain them. 
We want our lighting to look just as good in five 
years as it did the day we finished it.

CORRECT CHOICES OF  
LIGHT FITTINGS AND MATERIALS 

ARE PARAMOUNT TO EXTEND 
THE CLIENT’S ENJOYMENT  

AND REDUCE ONGOING 
MAINTENANCE

Robert Webber talks 
through how to light  
roof gardens with defined 
spaces to be stylish and 
withstand the elements

I’ve never been good at handling heights. At the 
age of six I found myself peering, frozen, off the 
top diving board at our local swimming pool. I’d 
managed to slip away from my mum and climbed 
what felt like 100 miles up in the air – I was saved, 
thankfully, by a lifeguard before I could jump!

There’s something about landscapes at 
height that seem to cradle us. They encompass 
our hesitant steps out towards the edge, giving 
us the feeling of being rooted on the ground 
when we’re actually many storeys in the air.

Over the last year I’ve been fortunate enough 
to work on some fantastic rooftop garden 
designs. In a ‘normal’ garden, you tend to have 
many changes in levels, which challenges a 
lighting designer to safely and subtly light and 
lead the eyes around the garden. Rooftops are 
slightly different; on the whole they’re flat and 
most planting is in feature pots or living walls.

The construction challenges are many.  
Areas tend to be divided up to increase 
year-round usability, with terraces defined as 
outdoor kitchen areas, sun bathing terraces or 
general entertaining areas.

Last summer we were involved in a rooftop 
garden in Mayfair, London. It was designed by 
James Aldridge and constructed by The Outdoor 
Room. Its purpose was staff enjoyment and an 
entertaining area for informal business meetings. 
The lighting challenges on the project involved 
defining the different terrace areas and creating 
some height in the space. James chose to use 
light sticks, thin fiberglass rods installed into a 
weighted base. The rods are then illuminated 
from below, creating a vertical screen of light. It’s 
a very clever way of defining space.
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