EDUCATE

Robert Webber continues
his series on lighting effects
by explaining how to
achieve ‘floating’ for a
subtle, classy touch to a
garden scheme

PAINTING
WITH LIGHT

The beauty for us at this time of year is that it’s
easy for clients to see immediate effects we
create in their gardens.
The colour of the night sky can have a
dramatic effect on the seen light within a garden.
When it’s overcast, the light source below can be
fully exploited for its purpose, but you need to
consider that as soon as the heavens clear,
nature’s chosen nocturnal light appears: the
moon. This floods the garden with natural light
from above, which whilst beautiful, can have a
detrimental effect on the subtleties of carefully
placed lighting. In normal ‘modus operandi’ you
don’t really consider light from the moon.
The main workhorse of any light is the actual
lamp. This is often the part that’s not given careful
thought to. Again, the light fitting is just a canister
for the lamp – it’s like specifying the finest crystal
wine glass without giving any thought to the wine
inside. Specifying the correct lamp is a continually

RATHER THAN USE THE
LIGHT TO ILLUMINATE A
JUNCTURE OR DIFFERENCE IN
LEVELS, YOU ACTUALLY
POSITION THE LIGHT SO THE
JUNCTURE ISN’T VISIBLE
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changing art form. I’m often asked what lamp is
best for which situation; it’s difficult to give a
definitive answer, as lighting is a theoretical and
subjective science. One person’s ‘too bright’ is
another’s ‘not bright enough’.
I spend hours each week researching and
testing lamps, fittings, switching systems etc. so
that we can offer the best solution for our clients
with complete confidence. It’s an added benefit
of using a specialist installer – most general
electricians would purchase lamps through a
wholesaler. Most don’t have the range needed to
create the effects required within a garden.
So, with all of that in mind, let’s explore
another simple lighting effect: floating.
The floating effect is often neglected in the
garden but is used frequently inside the home.
The idea is to use light in a slightly different way;
rather than use the light to illuminate a juncture or
difference in levels, you actually position the light
so the juncture isn’t visible. Thus your eyes can’t
see where the two levels meet, so it appears as if
it’s floating on the light
source. The classic place to
use this is under a deck, a
spectacular effect when
done right.
The principles are fairly
simple. The light source has
to be continuous, with the
same amount of light output
(lumens) along its length, the
same linear distance
between the two objects
along the length, and a
hidden recess to hide
the light source itself.

We used this effect for Philip Nash Garden
Design in a suburban London garden. Phil wanted
to make the three stepping stones across a water
feature appear as if they were floating. The steps
were constructed so that the finished height was
about 10mm above the water level. With a depth
of water at 120mm by hiding the supports of the
stones and illuminating the gap underneath, you
trick the mind to believe the stone is floating. This
effect works great, but it’s imperative that you
don’t then over-light from above.
I used the image pictured here from John Cullen
Lighting in my December 2016 article to illustrate
lighting effects. We did
not credit the image to its
rightful owner. I would like
to apologise and give
credit where it’s due.
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