EDUCATE

Spring has sprung and
people are venturing
outside again; Robert
Webber offers tips on
functional lighting to help
them make the most of
their outside space
It’s been a busy start to spring for us; we have
seen a dramatic increase in the amount of work
we are costing, plus I’ve spent more and more
time teaching since Christmas. As the dark
days diminish, and we start to spend more time
outside, those garden inadequacies that
seemed to disappear over winter are once
again highlighted. Now is the time to address
those issues, and so I’d like to give you a few
tips to use either on your own garden, or on any
commissions you may be working on.
Functional lighting and the ability for the
client to move safely around the garden are
both paramount. There’s no point in having a
great seating area in the distance if you can’t
get there without falling into the water feature on
the way. Think about changes in level, as well as
key exits and entrances – even something as
simple as putting the bins out. It’s just as
important to move through the landscape as it
is to sit within it. If money needs to be saved,
don’t cut out the functional lighting. I’ve seen it
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SPRING INTO ACTION
all too often; a garden that looks great from the
house but is completely dangerous and
precarious to actually use.
Isn’t our goal as designers to make a space
that is impossible not to explore? That’s our
approach to lighting; we attempt to create new
illuminations at each turn so that the garden
leads the user through it, welcoming them to
share in its nocturnal beauty.

THERE’S NO POINT IN
HAVING A GREAT SEATING AREA
IF YOU CAN’T GET THERE
WITHOUT FALLING INTO THE
WATER FEATURE
If you have a garden with many paths or
ways through it, don’t fall into the trap of lighting
every one –the classic mistake of over-lighting. A
good lighting designer’s technique is to just light
one route, which will then be the only way the
client accesses the secret areas of their garden.
If you don’t light it, they won’t use it – so don’t
worry too much about lighting the way to the
compost bins. Think instead about the water
feature and seating area, as that’s where your
client will sit and understand the emotional
aspects that you have designed. It sounds so
simple, but it is a mistake I often see.

You should see the client’s face when I half
the budget and double the effects. Simple
priorities. Always part of the solution.
After that, we would recommend you look at
features. Every window looking out into the
garden is a picture frame, so get inside the
house at night (with permission!), and see how
your client uses each room. For some, it will be
as simple as the view from the kitchen sink, for
others it may be a complete vista from the
drawing room. Your responsibilities do not stop
at the back door. For six months of the year,
your client will view your ‘creation’ from inside
the house, so a feature vista is as important as
selling the plants.
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